Attachment PROG 05

STATE BOARD OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES
New Curriculum Prefix- Propel NC Workforce Sector Funding Model Recommendation

The State Board of Community Colleges is asked to assign the following new curriculum prefix
to the North Carolina Community College System Propel NC Workforce Sectors Funding Model:

Sector 1 Engineering/Adv Manufacturing (Tier 1a)
MEM — Microelectronics Manufacturing
Rationale: The new MEM curriculum prefix represents a specialized area within
the field of Microelectronics Manufacturing, which would be recognized as
Engineering/Adv Manufacturing Sector due to its direct alignment with industry
workforce needs, high wage potential, and documented skills gaps. The MEM
pathway collaborates with existing electrical, electromechanical, mechatronics,
microelectronics, and electronics programs; however, it allows students to
specialize specifically in microelectronics manufacturing, an area that has begun
to have a profound impact on the industry in North Carolina.

Sector 1 (Tier 1a): Curriculum courses in health care and technical education aligned to
priority occupations that have documented skills gaps and pay higher wages.

Background:
On October 20, 2023, the State Board of Community Colleges approved Propel NC, a

modernized funding and accountability model that aligns community college investments with
workforce demand, student success, and North Carolina’s economic priorities.

Propel NC replaces the previous four-tiered funding framework with a sector-based model that
organizes curriculum and workforce continuing education programs into priority workforce
sectors. Funding is no longer driven solely by enrollment (FTE), but also reflects student
progression, credential attainment, and alignment to high-demand, high-wage careers.

Programs are assigned to sectors based on their connection to priority industries, with funding

weights designed to incentivize growth in critical workforce areas.

Priority sectors include:

e Healthcare |

e Healthcare ll

e Engineering/Adv Manufacturing
e Information Technology

e Public Safety/First Responders
e Trades and Transportation

e Business and Management

e Agriculture Natural Resources |
e Agriculture Natural Resources Il
e Personal Services |

e Personal Services Il

e Digital and Visual Media |

Digital and Visual Media Il
Professional Development |
Professional Development |l
Math and Science |

Math and Science I
Developmental

Customized Industrial Training
Apprenticeship

Arts, Humanities, and Languages
Non-Budget FTE Training Programs
Basic Skills
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This sector-based approach strengthens alignment between education, workforce needs, and economic
development across the state.

Contact(s):
Dr. Hilmi Lahoud

Senior State Director of Business and
IT and Academic Operations

Mr. Todd M. Roth
State Director of Skilled Trades and
Work-Based Learning
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