
 
 

Previous Winners of the Excellence in Teaching Award 
 
2026 Ms. Tonya Stephens, Blue Ridge Community College  
 
2025 Dr. Lisa Smelser, Central Carolina Community College  
 
2024 Jere Miles, Wilkes Community College 
 
2023 Dr. Kara Finch, Stanly Community College 
 
2022 Melissa Smith, Forsyth Technical Community College  
 
2021 Karen Bochnovic, Carteret Community College 
 
2020 Hardin Kennedy, Wilkes Community College 
 
2019 Ginger Harris, Central Carolina Community College  
 
2018 Michael Dixon, Surry Community College 
 
2017 Ashley Hagler, Gaston College 
 
2016 Franklin Edwin Spitler, Sandhills Community College 


